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IOWA COALITION AGAINST
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE






Improve Access to Safety, Justice, & Healing for Crime Victims
The Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) is a state level non-profit organization representing 21 local crime victim service provider agencies assisting survivors in every Iowa county. We mobilize member programs and allies to end gender-based violence through advocacy and action for social change. We provide education, legal services, training, and support to member programs, communities, and organizations and strive to change attitudes and behaviors that cause and perpetuate violence. Our country cannot incarcerate our way out of this problem. Ending domestic violence and supporting crime victims requires that we ensure access to victim services and prioritize policies that enhance economic security and advance equality. 

Invest in Crime Victims - Ensure Access to Rights and Services. State and federal funds support local agencies that create a path to a better future for crime victims. Federal funds enhance program capacity, but state funds support infrastructure that enables local agencies to provide comprehensive, lifesaving services. In addition to crisis response, providers help victims obtain housing, jobs, and access services supporting long-term stability. 

· Invest $6.7 million in state funds to address the significant unmet needs of crime victims.

· Enact policies to discourage arresting victims and encourage victim-centered prosecution. 
· Ensure access to services for all crime victims: standardize U visa certification policies for immigrant survivors; oppose efforts to undermine Iowa civil rights law. 

· Improve victims’ rights: amend Iowa law to ensure legal rights are enforceable; establish a specialty within the ombudsman office to investigate complaints from crime victims about actions of criminal justice system professionals; expand protections against employer retaliation for requesting time off to attend court proceedings or appointments related to the victimization.

Enhance Economic Security & Safety. Financial abuse is a tactic used by virtually all coercive partners and deeply diminishes a survivor’s ability to stay safe or maintain stable housing and employment. Additionally, easy access to guns dramatically increases the risk of lethality for victims & bystanders in homes experiencing domestic violence.

· Promote housing policies ensuring victims are not penalized for actions of abusive partners, e.g., lease bi-furcation/early release; proactive enforcement of housing non-discrimination.

· Support policies that bolster employment security & eliminate barriers to financial independence, e.g., time off for crime victims, paid sick leave, livable wages, earned income tax credits. 

· Advance employment non-discrimination policies, e.g., improve job opportunities for returning citizens (ban the box), enhance protections against workplace harassment and violence.

· Promote access to health care and safety-net programs by ensuring policies do not increase barriers to accessing services, e.g., oppose Medicaid work requirements and barriers to health/repro health care.

· Support policies protecting individuals from gun violence: red flag laws, background checks, etc.

Promote Equality & Social Justice. Domestic violence is not a single-issue problem. Changing the behaviors and attitudes allowing it to thrive cannot occur by addressing only one form of inequality or relying exclusively on criminal legal interventions. Biases based on race, gender, sexual orientation, immigration status, criminal background, etc, impact how individuals experience violence and how systems and people meet survivor’s needs. Prioritizing the needs of those carrying the heaviest burden of disparity, means all survivors will be served. 

· Restore felon voting rights.
· Support anti-racial/gender/immigrant profiling policies.
· Uphold Iowa’s civil rights law and oppose policies seeking to undermine anti-discrimination protections, e.g. religious exemptions that discriminate against LGBTQ individuals.
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4725 Merle Hay Road, STE 107
Des Moines, IA  50322
515-244-8028
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