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Students to rally for safe dating relationships at the Iowa State Capitol  
at Student Day 2015 

 
DES MOINES, Iowa – February 17, 2014 – Students from across the state will join victims and survivors of 

domestic violence, advocates and staff from the Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) to 

lobby for their peers affected by dating violence at Student Day 2015 on Wednesday, Feb. 18,  

from 1-2:30 p.m. at the Iowa State Capitol.  

 

Studies show that one in three teens nationally have experienced dating abuse (CDC, 2007), and one in 

three college women say they have been in an abusive relationship (Peugh and Glauber 2010). 

“Everyone deserves to be safe in their relationship,” says Laurie Schipper, executive director of the Iowa 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence. “It is time for victims of dating violence to have the same legal 
protections that are available to married or cohabitating couples in Iowa.” 

  

Students will meet with their respective legislators to discuss a bill (H.F. 15/S.F 138) that would include 

dating relationships under protections of domestic abuse assault. Currently, Iowa’s domestic abuse 

assault law does not include protection for dating relationships, even though dating violence is as 

dangerous as violence in married or cohabitating couples. In fact, boyfriend or girlfriend relationships 

account for the majority of domestic abuse relationships (51.7%), followed by spouses at 26.8%. Over 

one-third of offenders (36%) were ages 16-25.* 

 

About the Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
The Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) is a state level nonprofit organization responding 
to the needs of battered women, men and children in Iowa. ICADV staff provides training, counseling, 
community outreach, program management and technical support for domestic violence programs 
across the state who provide direct service to victims in need. To learn more, visit www.icadv.org or find 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/IowaCADV. 
 
*Iowa Uniform Crime Report, Department of Public Safety, 2009 
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