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Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) ask legislators to vote NO 
to HHS health care access and education amendment 

 

DES MOINES, Iowa – April 26, 2019 – Today, the Iowa Senate introduced an extreme amendment to 
the Health and Human Services budget bill that undermines access to health care and health education 
for Iowans. This harmful legislation excludes specific health services for trans Iowans under Medicaid 
and prevents Planned Parenthood from competitive bidding on sexual education grants. 
 
As a survivor-centered organization that oversees direct services in every Iowa county to victims of 
violent crime, ICADV believes that protecting access to health care and health information is imperative 
to ALL Iowans. 

Transgender Iowans experience health care disparities due to systemic unequal treatment in access to 
care, access to providers, and inability to afford health coverage. Medicaid is a critical source of health 
care for trans Iowans and excluding essential health services from Medicaid for transgender Iowans is 
a shameful and targeted attack on these individuals. Additionally, educating young people about 
age-appropriate sexual health topics not only keeps them healthy, but it also helps prevent relationship 
violence. Importantly, trans individuals and young people experience disproportionate rates of 
violence. 

 
Adding exclusions to Iowa’s civil rights law flies in the face of the values embodied in Iowa law and 
excluding our state’s most experienced educators from programs that protect health and prevent 
violence is shameful. 

 
Iowa doesn’t need this. Iowa is a national leader in enacting laws that proactively address 
discrimination and strike the right balance between protecting rights and accommodating freedoms. 
This proposal means a retreat from Iowa’s commitment to equality and undermines access to essential 
health information and care and we urge legislators to reject this amendment. 

 

- MORE - 

 
 

mailto:lindsayp@icadv.org


About the Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
The Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) is a state level nonprofit organization representing 
21 local programs that provide direct services to survivors of domestic violence. In 2017, ICADV’s 
network of member programs served more than 35,000 survivors—an 18% increase over 2016. The 
Coalition provides education, legal services, counseling, training and emergency housing resources to 
member programs, community groups, and public/private organizations. For more information, visit 
www.icadv.org or find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/IowaCADV. 
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