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Iowa House of Representatives cuts $1 million from funding to victim service programs  
  
DES MOINES, Iowa – May 6, 2015 – Last night, the Iowa House of Representatives approved their version of the 
Justice Department Appropriations Bill (SF 497) that cut $1 million dollars – 15% over last year – from programs 
serving victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. This devastating cut means fewer victims will be served, 
and severely undermines Iowa’s successful restructuring efforts over the last two years to increase access to 
services in rural communities and prioritize permanent housing to achieve better outcomes for families.  
 
“We are extremely disappointed with the cuts being made that directly impact victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault across the state,” says Laurie Schipper, executive director of the Iowa Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence. “This funding is critical to support victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, 
stalking, homicide and other violent crimes as they seek immediate safety, crisis intervention services and 
emotional support.”  
 
Iowa’s innovative efforts to provide more efficient and effective services to victims has become a national model 
recognized by organizations and coalitions across the country. Several coalitions are working with the Iowa 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) and the Iowa Coalition Against Sexual Assault (IowaCASA) to 
achieve similar successes in their own states. These funding cuts send a terrible message to those seeking ICADV 
and IowaCASA’s leadership in modernizing service delivery to victims.  
  
Over the next week, the Iowa House and Senate will come together to discuss the differences between their 
funding bills. Last week, the Iowa Senate approved their own version of the Justice Department Appropriations 
Bill that did not cut funding to victim service programs.  
 
About the Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence  
The Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) is a state level nonprofit organization responding to the 
needs of battered women, men and children in Iowa. ICADV staff provides training, counseling, community 
outreach, program management and technical support for domestic violence programs across the state who 
provide direct service to victims in need. To learn more, visit www.icadv.org or find us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/IowaCADV.  
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