
 
Vote Your Values - We Need All of Us!!  

Resources for Electoral Engagement 
Election Day November 6, 2018; Polls Open 7:00 am to 9:00 pm 

 
Clearly, voting matters but imagine the powerful impact we could have by engaging coworkers, 
volunteers, board members, clients, friends, and family in efforts to empower everyone to 
vote! Elections matter and as nonprofit organizations, we can make a big difference with very 
small effort. You know this, but it’s worth repeating: 
 
Voting gives power and voice to the people we serve. Elected officials pay attention to who 
votes and are more likely to prioritize issues that voters care about. The people we serve 
generally vote at lower rates than the general population. Engaging these voters gives them a 
voice. We are uniquely-qualified to engage them and research shows it makes a difference!  

 
Electoral engagement makes our issues relevant during elections, prioritizes our issues 
moving forward, and advances the mission of our organizations. When staff, communities, 
and clients vote it enhances access to elected officials and raises the profile of your 
organization, and the work you do. It means policymakers are more likely to become educated 
about issues voters discuss with them and more likely to consider you a resource.  
 
We put together this document to provide some electoral engagement resources at your 
fingertips. The primary source for information highlighted here is Nonprofit VOTE, an excellent 
organization dedicated to engaging nonprofits, but there is no shortage of great information 
out there. We highlighted specific topics and resources based on commonly asked questions 
but encourage you to see the resource lists for additional information, toolkits, and user-
friendly, printable materials to assist with engagement activities. Let us know how we can help 
and please share what you are doing so we can share good information and enhance the 
visibility of your efforts.  Here’s what’s included in this toolkit: 
 
 

5 Things You Can Do to Give Power and Voice to Survivors 

Electoral Engagement Activities: What Nonprofit Staff Can Do 

Voter Registration, Education, and Get Out The Vote 

Voter Information Basics 

  



 

  



5 Things You Can Do to Give Power and Voice to Survivors 
Election Day: November 6, 2018 

 

*see following pages for links to resources 

Be Visible – Raise awareness about the importance of voting 

• Create and/or share a “VoteYourValues” video on social media.  
• Display posters in your office and have voter information available. 
• Develop your pitch to engage new voters and encourage everyone to vote.  

Encourage Voter Registration  
• Get informed about voter registration rules and deadlines so you can answer questions. 
• Send an email to coworkers, volunteers, board members encouraging them to register or make 

sure their registration is up to date. 
• Print voter registration and absentee vote by mail request forms to distribute at service sites, to 

clients, and at events. 
• Ensure Safe at Home participants and clients worried about confidentiality understand how they 

can register and vote. 
• Do voter registration drive, e.g. make it a part of DV Awareness Month (DVAM) activities.  

Educate voters and keep them engaged 
• Send follow up emails and social media posts about voting deadlines, candidate forums, etc. 
• Let people know why voting matters to you and to the people you serve. 
• Encourage local establishments to have voter information available, post information on 

community bulletin boards, in newsletters, local papers, etc. 
• Educate people about the issues you care about and candidates in your area.  

Educate candidates about your organization and issues 
• Get informed about candidates in your area. 
• Send letter to candidates introducing your organization, informing them of issues you care 

about, inviting them to meet you.  
• Attend candidate forums: introduce yourself and your organization; ask questions. 
• Contact League of Women Voter chapter in your area and share information about your issues. 

Get Out The Vote (GOTV) 
• Organize or co-organize GOTV events. 
• Distribute sample ballots prior to election day so people know who is on the ballot. 
• Inform people about the process and deadlines for early voting, i.e. all eligible voters can vote 

by mail prior to the election but must first submit an absentee ballot request.  
• Help get voters to the polls on election day: help find polling places; offer rides to clients; give 

staff time to vote or volunteer; know where to refer people for help in getting to the polls. 

  



 

  



Electoral Engagement Activities: What Nonprofit Staff Can Do 
The Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) and member programs are nonprofit 
organizations, referenced in the tax code as ‘501(c)(3)’s. This means that in exchange for accepting tax 
deductible donations, electoral engagement activities conducted by nonprofits must be nonpartisan. Do 
not let that hold you back- we can do LOTS of stuff! Regardless, you can count on being asked questions 
by clients, candidates, media, etc. so check out some of the one-pagers listed below for guidance about 
what staff can say about the election.  
 
Bottom line: electoral engagement activities are fine if they are about education and participation and 
not about suggesting what candidate to vote for or what political party to support. Outside of work, 
nonprofit employees are free to engage in partisan activities but it is helpful to educate staff about 
permissible activities at work v. outside of work. Here’s a quick list: 
 
Nonprofit organizations may NOT: 

• Endorse a candidate or support a political party 
• Donate money or resources (office space, office phones) to a candidate or party 
• Conduct partisan election-related activity 

 
Nonprofit organizations CAN conduct nonpartisan electoral engagement activities designed to educate 
and encourage public participation in elections, including:  

• Voter registration: encourage people to register; display/distribute voter registration 
information at your office, to clients, and at events; organize/participate in voter registration 
events. *exception: AmeriCorps volunteers may not do voter registration during work hours.  

• Voter education: provide information about how to register, rules on voting, and registration 
and voting deadlines; provide information about issues, candidates, and events.  

• Candidate education: inform candidates about your organization and views on issues; meet 
with candidates; ask questions at candidate forums, etc.  

• Get Out The Vote (GOTV): encourage people to vote; distribute sample ballots; distribute 
information about how/where to vote; help people get to the polls.  

 
IMPORTANT: please continue regular advocacy activities during the election period. For example, if 
candidates, elected officials, or media request information about issues or assistance on behalf of a 
victim, respond to that request as always. It is only information sharing that you initiate that must be 
distributed in nonpartisan way, i.e. shared with all candidates in a race.  
 
RESOURCES – Nonprofit Electoral Engagement 

• What Nonprofit Staff Can Say About the Election; Talking to clients, constituents, and the public 
• What Nonprofit Staff Can Do; At and Outside of Work 
• Staying Nonpartisan: Permissible Election Activities Checklist 
• Working with Candidates on a nonpartisan basis 
• Commenting on Candidates and Campaigns: How 501(c)(3)s Can Respond During Election Year 
• Praising and Criticizing Incumbents 
• Candidate Appearances At Your Nonprofit Event 
• Using Social Media to Promote Voting 
• Sample policy for employees 
• Nonprofits, Voting, & Elections: A 501(c)(3) Online Guide to Nonpartisan Voter Engagement 

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2016/06/talking-to.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2011/11/nonprofit-staff-and-elections.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2017/04/nonpartisan-election-activities-501c3-nonprofits.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2013/12/working-candidates-en.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2016/07/commenting-candidates-campaigns-election.pdf/
https://bolderadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Praising_And_Criticizing_Incumbents.pdf
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2012/06/candidate-appearances-at-your-nonprofit-event.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2016/04/using-social-media.pdf/
https://bolderadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Sample_501c3_Policy_for_Election_Season.pdf
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/nonprofits-voting-elections-online/


  



Voter Registration, Civic Education, and Get Out The Vote!! 
Election Day November 6, 2018 
Polls Open: 7:00 am to 9:00 pm 

 

Any effort you put in to educating and engaging voters and candidates will pay off. Since voters must be 
registered before they can vote, voter registration activities are a great place to start and easy to do. 
Voter registration makes a perfect theme for Domestic Violence Awareness Month!  

Many eligible voters stay home because they don’t understand the process (people experiencing 
homelessness, college students), some don’t think it matters, and domestic violence victims have valid 
confidentiality concerns. Just being able to answer client’s questions makes a difference. You do not 
need to be an expert to engage coworkers, board members, volunteers, clients, etc…by engaging people 
you are demonstrating that voting matters.  

Key points below followed by links to resources that include fact sheets, sample templates, printable 
materials for educating voters and candidates.  

Voter Registration/Voting information: Eligible voters must be registered before they can vote. Eligible 
voters (except survivors enrolled in Safe at Home program- see below) can register in person at their 
county auditor’s office, print a voter registration form and mail it to their county auditor’s office; online 
with current Iowa driver’s license or non-operator ID; or at their polling place on Election Day (but we 
hope people register before then). We encourage you to have registration forms and voting information 
available at service sites, at events, everywhere you are! Registration forms and absentee ballot 
requests must be returned to the county auditor’s office where the voter is registered so if you give 
someone a form either make sure they have the auditor’s address, provide a stamped/addressed 
envelope to them, or offer to return completed forms to the county auditor yourself (if you do this treat 
these like gold- turn them into county auditor ASAP- click here for requirements and deadlines for 
collecting these forms.)  

Safe at Home Program- Confidential Voter Registration/Voting: Iowa’s Safe At Home (SAH) Address 
Confidentiality Program offers confidential voter registration and voting for survivors. SAH participant 
voter registration and absentee ballot request forms are different than for other voters and must be 
returned to the Iowa Secretary of State’s office…NOT their county auditor, i.e. they cannot vote in person 
because their names will not be on public voter file lists. If a survivor would like to vote confidentially 
but is not enrolled in SAH they can print off the SAH application, a SAH voter registration form, and a 
SAH absentee ballot request form and mail to the Iowa Secretary of State’s office all at once!  

Educating Voters and Candidates about issues: Being nonpartisan does not mean you cannot express 
your views on specific issues. You cannot tell a voter who to vote for or what party to support and you 
cannot endorse a candidate. But, you can and should educate voters and candidates about your 
organization, your work, and your views on issues. You can and should ask questions at candidate 
forums and community meetings and respond to media questions about issues.  

[Resource list on next page/back page] 

  

https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/auditors/auditorslist.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/pdf/voteapp.pdf
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/auditors/auditorslist.html
https://mymvd.iowadot.gov/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fVoterRegistration
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/auditors/auditorslist.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/candidates/solicitforms.html
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/Safe%20at%20Home%20FAQ.pdf
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/application.pdf
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/VoterRegistration.pdf
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/AbsenteeBallotRequest.pdf


RESOURCES – Voter Registration, Civic Education, and Get Out The Vote  

Iowa voter information 

• ACLU of Iowa online voter information puts it all together in one place and will get you up to 
speed and quickly able to answer questions about voting in Iowa 

• Iowa Secretary of State online voter information offers another one-stop resource 
• Safe at Home Address Confidentiality Program 
• Candidates on 2018 ballot (click ‘2018 General Election Candidate’ list for latest) 
• Forms, contact info: voter registration form, brochure for college students, absentee ballot 

request, polling places, SAH application, SAH voter registration form, SAH absentee ballot 
request, county auditor contact list 

• Information about Iowa’s new Voter ID law can be found here and here.  

Voter Registration & GOTV Activities: links to toolkits that include printable posters, checklists, sample 
scripts and loads of good information on engaging voters that can make it easy for you to do a dedicated 
voter registration drive and awareness raising activities.  

• Nonprofit VOTE Voter Registration Toolkit 
• Using Social Media to Promote Voting 
• Reasons to Register and Vote fact sheet 
• Tips for Asking Someone to Register to Vote 
• Voter Registration Script 
• Sample email to encourage staff to register (in Tactics and Tips section) 
• Nonprofit VOTE Get Out The Vote Toolkit 
• Nonprofit GOTV checklist 
• Encouraging Staff and Volunteers to Vote:  GOTV tips and strategies 
• Seven Tips on Getting Out the Vote 
• Election Swag for Nonprofits: printable posters, stickers, buttons, templates 
• Register to Vote Poster 
• When We All Vote: national nonprofit voter registration/GOTV 
• Fair Elections Center: national, nonpartisan voting rights and election reform 
• Rock the Vote: national nonprofit dedicated to building the political power of young people 

Educating voters and candidates 

• What Nonprofit Staff Can Say About the Election 
• Working with Candidates on a nonpartisan basis 
• Commenting on Candidates and Campaigns: How 501(c)(3)s Can Respond During Election Year 
• Praising and Criticizing Incumbents 
• Candidate Appearances At Your Nonprofit Event 
• Who Votes Matters Benefits of Voting 
• Benefits for Nonprofits Benefits of Voting 
• League of Women Voters of Iowa: local leagues and home page 

 
  

https://www.aclu-ia.org/en/VOTE
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/index.html
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/electioninfo/general/index.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/pdf/voteapp.pdf
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/collegestudents.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/pdf/absenteeballotapp.pdf
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/pdf/absenteeballotapp.pdf
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterreg/pollingplace/search.aspx
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/application.pdf
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/VoterRegistration.pdf
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/AbsenteeBallotRequest.pdf
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/AbsenteeBallotRequest.pdf
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/auditors/auditorslist.html
https://www.aclu-ia.org/en/iowa-voter-id-faqs
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/voterIDfaq.html
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/nonprofitvotescount/voter-registration-toolkit/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2016/04/using-social-media.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2015/07/reasons-register-vote.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2015/07/tips-asking-someone-register-vote.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/nonprofitvotescount/voter-registration-toolkit/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/nonprofitvotescount/voter-registration-toolkit/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/nonprofitvotescount/gotv-toolkit/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2016/10/nonprofits-get-vote-101-fact-sheet.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2015/10/nonprofit-votes-count-gotv-toolkit.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2012/04/seven-principles-of-getting-out-the-vote.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/nonprofitvotescount/swag/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2012/04/voter-registration-poster-english-pdf.pdf/
https://www.whenweallvote.org/about-us/
https://www.fairelectionscenter.org/
https://www.rockthevote.org/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2016/06/talking-to.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2013/12/working-candidates-en.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2016/07/commenting-candidates-campaigns-election.pdf/
https://bolderadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Praising_And_Criticizing_Incumbents.pdf
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2012/06/candidate-appearances-at-your-nonprofit-event.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2014/07/benefits-voting-votes-matters-factsheet-en.pdf/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2014/07/benefits-voting-benefits-nonprofits-factsheet-en.pdf/
https://www.lwvia.org/localleagues
https://www.lwvia.org/


VOTER INFORMATION BASICS 
Election Day November 6, 2018 
Polls Open: 7:00 am to 9:00 pm 

 
*Survivors of violence participating in the Safe at Home (SAH) Program have different requirements for 
voter registration and must vote by mail (see below).  
 
You must be registered before you can vote! Check your voter registration status before the election. 
Check online or call your county auditor. 
 
Voter Registration: Eligible voters (except survivors enrolled in Safe at Home program) can register in 
person at their county auditor’s office; print a form and mail it to their county auditor; online with 
current Iowa driver’s license or non-operator ID; or at their polling place on Election Day (but we hope 
people register before then). Registration forms must arrive at county auditor by 5 pm October 27.  
 
Voter Registration – College students & People experiencing Homelessness: College students can 
register to vote at their permanent home address or their school address, but not both. People 
experiencing homelessness can register by just describing their place of residence (where they usually 
stay or sleep) on the voter registration form. Then they must vote at the polling place for that location.  
 
Early Voting (different for SAH participants- see below): Any registered voter can vote before Election 
Day by casting an absentee ballot by mail or voting early in person at their county auditor’s office 
October 8 – November 5, 2018. If voting by mail, registered voters must submit an absentee ballot 
request application (they can do this now). Just print the application and mail it to their county auditor 
so that it arrives by October 27, 2018. County auditors will mail an absentee ballot for voters to fill out 
and return by mail (must be postmarked no later than Monday, November 5, 2018) or hand delivered to 
county auditor’s office.  
 
Safe at Home Program – Confidential Voter Registration & Voting: Iowa’s Safe At Home (SAH) Address 
Confidentiality Program offers confidential voter registration and voting for survivors. SAH participant 
voter registration and absentee ballot request forms are different than for other voters and must be 
returned to the Iowa Secretary of State’s office…NOT their county auditor, i.e. they cannot vote in person 
because their names will not be on public voter file lists. If a survivor would like to vote confidentially 
but is not enrolled in SAH they can print off the SAH application, a SAH voter registration form, and a 
SAH absentee ballot request form and mail to the Iowa Secretary of State’s office all at once! 
 
Find your Polling Place: If you plan to vote at the polls, locate your polling place before the election. Call 
your county auditor or click here. If you plan to vote at the polls, you will want to bring some form of ID. 
Poll workers will ask you for ID, but registered voters are not required to show it until January 2019. If 
registered voters do not bring an ID they can sign an oath and then cast a regular ballot.   
 
RESOURCES – Voter Information Basics 

• ACLU of Iowa voter information: https://www.aclu-ia.org/en/VOTE 
• Iowa Secretary of State: https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/index.html 
• Information about Iowa’s new Voter ID law can be found here and here.  

https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterreg/regtovote/search.aspx
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/auditors/auditorslist.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/auditors/auditorslist.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/pdf/voteapp.pdf
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/auditors/auditorslist.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/voterregistration.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/collegestudents.html
https://www.aclu-ia.org/en/who-can-vote
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/electioninfo/absenteeinfo.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/auditors/auditorslist.html
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/Safe%20at%20Home%20FAQ.pdf
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/application.pdf
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/VoterRegistration.pdf
https://safeathome.iowa.gov/pdf/AbsenteeBallotRequest.pdf
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterreg/pollingplace/search.aspx
https://www.aclu-ia.org/en/VOTE
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/index.html
https://www.aclu-ia.org/en/iowa-voter-id-faqs
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/voterIDfaq.html

